to form a new illegal party whose membership would
include the intelligentsia and people with well-known
names, none of whom had yet come under the notice of
the authorities.
Captain Leopold was liberated in the spring of 1936
and Jury and Tavs were beneficiaries of the July amnesty
of the same year. Leopold was the lowest socially in this
self-appointed junta of liberators. Born at Krems, he was
by profession an engineer and had been an N.C.O. in
the Imperial Army. After the war he failed the examination
for a commission and the Social Democratic Minister of
War, Julius Deutsch, as a mark of recognition of his war
and subsequent peace-time service and good conduct,
granted him the honorary rank of captain in the army of
the Austrian Republic. Lack of promotion, fanned by
disillusionment and a class inferiority complex, drove him,
like many others, into the ranks of the N.S.D.A.P. and
in 1925 he was reprimanded and dismissed the army.
The National Socialist Party, wishing to recompense him,
appointed him to the council of the Party. Dr. Jury was a
stalwart of National Socialism, having founded the first
Austrian cell many years ago with Rentmeister, who had
fled to Germany. He was a doctor of medicine and had
been a Christian Socialist Councillor for St. Polten, his
hometown in Southern Austria. Jury was one of the few
men in Austria who were honest in their belief that National
Socialism would benefit the country.
Dr. Tavs, like the other two conspirators, had become
a Nazi very. early. Born in Sudetenland, he became a
chemist and joined the staff of the Austrian Patent Office
after the war. It is very interesting here to note that Tavs
was a close friend of Konrad Henlein, President of the
Sudeten National Socialist Party, and a liaison existed
between the two men, which afterwards became a " shuttle
service " for messages and men between Austria, Germany
and Czechoslovakia.
Many illustrious Austrians were enraptured by their
scheme and'hastened to join the new movement, whose
council became known as the <c Committee of Seven",
and it is here that von Papen employed the same method
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